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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 2327 
Arlington VA 22202 

Dear Sir: 

Prior to the substantive examination of the above-captioned application, please amend 
the application as follows. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

The following amended claims should be substituted for the like numbered claims that 
were filed with the patent Application. A version of the amended claims with markings to 
show changes made is attached to the end of this communication. 

Amended Claims — 

1. (Amended) An axially extending rechargeable electrochemical cell comprising: 

(a) an outer can defining an internal cavity with an open end, a positive and negative 
electrode disposed in the internal cavity, and a terminal end cap enclosing the open end; and 

(b) an end cap assembly including: 

i. a flexible member extending radially inwardly from the can, wherein the 
flexible member flexes from a first position towards a second position in response to 
internal cell pressure; 

ii. a first conductive element in electrical communication with the terminal 
end cap; 
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